Nov-t5-06 0S:37pii Fron-HBSU 1978-341-0136 T-6Z5 P. 07/10 F-430 

^"•'^^'"^^ RECEIVED 

.2^ CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV I 5 2006 

Ameadroei^fs fo tfie Claimit 

Please amend Claims 12 and 13. The Claim Listing below will replace all prior versions 
of The claims in ihe application: 



Claim Ljspftg 



Claims L^7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Previously presented) A billiard cue comprising: 

a shaft including a wood core and a skin of composite material, the wood having a density 
below abouT 9 grams per cubic inch. 



9. (Previously presented) The billiard cue of Claim 8, wherein the composite material 
includes fibers in a binder* 



10. (Previously presented) The billiard cue of Claim 8, wherein the wood has a density below 
about 8 grams per cubic inch. 

1 1. (Previously presented) The billiard cue of Claim 8, wherein the wood is Sitka spruce. 

12. (Currently Amended) Th e billiard cue uf Claim 8, a billiard cue comprisinp: 

a shaft including a wood core and a skin of composite materi al, the wood havinp a densitv 
below aboui 9 grams per cubic inch, wherein the skin of composite material ha^Q^ing a 
thickness that varies along a length of the shaft. 



1 3, (Currently Amended) The biUidrJ cu e of Claim 8, A billiard cue copiprisingi 

a shaft includinp a wood core and a skin of con^pnsite maierial, the wood having a densitv 
below about 9 €jams per cu^ic inch, w faerein ihe skin of the composite material hasying a 
thickness that varies continuously along a length of the shaft ftom a thitmer skin toward a 
&oni end to a thicker skin toward a back end. 
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14. (Previously prcscnied) Tbc bilHard cue of Claim 8, fimhcsr comprising: 

waierdghi capping maierial to prevent exposure of xhe wood core lo waier. 
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